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NOTE. 



An Ameeican Expedition to Magna Geecia. 

Since the time of the Assos expedition, the success of which is well 
known, the Archseologic^ Institute of America has been considering 
the best field for a continuation of its labors in classic lands. In its 
Seventh Annual Report, just issued, we find the following remarks : 

" Two regions, as yet imperfectly explored, seem to be the most attrac- 
tive, the Cyrenaica and Magna Grecia. . . . The second field, Magna 
Grecia, is even more attractive, as well as accessible. The great cities of 
Southern Italy — Tarentum, Capua, Sybaris, Croton, and others — require 
to be investigated with scientific thoroughness. The chance discoveries 
in the past, on these sites, of works of great archaeological and artistic 
value, attest the existence of an immense mine of antiquities of the best 
Greek periods. ... As a site for research, Tarentum would seem to 
unite many advantages: the climate is healthy, so that excavations might 
be carried on during the entire year; the modern city, on the site of the. 
ancient acropolis, would furnish an abundance of workmen ; and, finally, 
desultory excavations have here, more than at any other site, yielded 
satisfactory results. . . . Excavations undertaken here would in all 
probability yield a large number of Greek bronzes, terra-cottas, coins, 
painted vases, and perhaps works of greater size and importance,— a good 
foundation for a museum." 

This recommendation of the Report has been rapidly acted upon. 
At the annual meeting of the Council, held in Boston on May 8, it 
was resolved to place Mr. Joseph Thacher Clarke, the leader of the 
Assos expedition, in charge of the exploration of some site in Magna 
Grecia, provided the sum of not less than $2,000, besides what the 
Institute itself voted, should be at once raised for the purpose. Con- 
sidering the unique importance of the undertaking, and the credit that 
it will bring to our country, as well as the works of art that it will 
add to our Museums, we do not hesitate to make a strong appeal for 
money contributions, which may be sent to the managing editor of 
the Journal before October 1. If the requisite amount be raised, 
work will be conamenced early in the winter. 

A. L. Feothingham, Je. 
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